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~ Study Reviews
. Pollution |

By Kennecet

Continued From B-1 o
PM10 problem. .

Environmentalists have tried to

convince Kennecott to install the |

acid plant for more than 15 years.

They contend the copper company °

should be reducing its pollution, not
injecting it high into the air. But

Kennecott officials have been reluc- .

tant to install the expensive equip-
ment, preferring instead to use less

costly methods to control air pollu- -

tion.
Air qualit

Kennecott’s smokestack contributes
to the PM10 problems in Salt Lake

and Utah counties, but they have =~

been unable to determine the ori%'
of the numerous sulfate partic
they collected in air samples.

. This problem was solved last win- |

ter when Kennecott agreed to inject - . .. -
two different “tracer gases” into the
industrial - gases released by the |
smelter. One type of tracer was in- -
jected into the gases leaving the
smokestack, another into gases leav- |

officials have long
wondered whether pollution from

in
es ..

ing vents in the smelter building. +
Both gases were detected at special

monitors in the urban and residen-

tial portions of Salt Lake and Utah ~ -

counties.

While the study establishes a clear -

link between emissions from Keénne-
cott’s smelter and Wasatch Front air
pollution, there’s considerable de-
bate over the amount .of pollution
wl;itch can be attributed to Kenne-
cott. !

Kennecott was emitting- 3,833
pounds of sulfur dioxide per hour
from its smokestack during the trac-
er study. The preliminary data indi-
cate this resulted in one microgram
per cubic meter of PM10 at the air
monitoring center in downtown Salt
Lake City. ‘

Kennecott officials argue that one
microgaam is insignificant. They
note that the air in Salt Lake City
occasionally contains 175 micro-

grams of PM10 during stagnant peri-

0ds. The federal standard for PM10

is 150 micrograms. Concentrations.

ahove 150 micrograms are consid-
ered unhealthy for “sensitive” indi-
viduals, such as people with asthma.

Mr. Cordner said the tracer study

may. be misleading because Kenne-  '

cott was releasing abnormally low

i:::!s of sulfur dioxide during the -
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